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community as a crossing guard for the School
City of East Chicago. A further testament to
her patriotism and her commitment to her city,
she also served as a poll worker on election
days.

A woman of tremendous faith, Mother Vir-
ginia Oliver has dedicated herself to serving
her church community, first as a member of
First Baptist Church where she sang in the
choir and served as a secretary, and later at
Greater First Baptist Church. Friends and fam-
ily recall Mother Oliver's pride that Greater
First Baptist Church “began in her home” after
founding-pastor, Reverend P.C. Harrison,
came to her home and convinced her hus-
band, Deacon Robert Oliver, to join him in
forming a new church. Deacon Oliver would
go on to become the first and longest serving
chairman of the Deacon Board, a position he
held for thirty four years. At the first church
meeting, Virginia was named as the church’s
Financial Secretary, which she faithfully
served as for twenty seven years. Mother Oli-
ver also has served her church as a dea-
coness, missionary, choir member, church
decorator, and ultimately, church mother. She
continues to serve as Greater First Baptist
Church’s oldest church mother.

Mr. Speaker, Mother Virginia Oliver has
committed herself to her community and her
church since she arrived in East Chicago, and
has served as a mother and role model for
many children throughout the years. She has
taught every member of her family and her
community the true meaning of service to oth-
ers. | respectfully ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in wishing
Mother Virginia Oliver a very happy 100th
birthday.

RECOGNIZING ELIZABETH BURKO
HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Elizabeth Burko, who was a true and
committed leader in the California State Parks
who lost her life on August 22, 2015.

Elizabeth Burko was born in Ohio and at-
tended college at the University of Colorado
where she graduated with a Bachelor of
Science before moving out to California.

She began her career as a volunteer docent
at Ano Nuevo State Reserve in 1985 where
she was eventually hired on as a park aide.
For 30 years, Burko dedicated her life and ca-
reer to the mission and purpose of California
State Parks. In 2007 she became the Super-
intendent of the Russian River District of Cali-
fornia State Parks which includes parks in
both Sonoma and Mendocino Counties.

Throughout her career Burko proved to be
dedicated to the mission of the State Parks,
but it was during the recession that she truly
demonstrated the value of her leadership. Her
management skills and creativity made it pos-
sible to avoid many park closures in the dis-
trict and maintain the integrity of the State
Parks mission. She was known for her willing-
ness to collaborate with local non-profit groups
in order to improve park access and manage-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognition of Elizabeth Burko whose
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contributions to the Russian River District of
California State Parks will be valued by park
visitors and staff alike for years to come. She
will be greatly missed.

———

PAXSON “PACKY” H. OFFIELD,
CATALINA ICON PASSES

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, the com-
munity of Avalon, California was saddened to
learn that Paxson “Packy” H. Offield passed
away on Sunday, June 14, due to complica-
tions from leukemia. He recently chose to re-
turn to his home in Michigan, and passed
away there, with his wife and family by his
side.

Mr. Offield attended the Latin School of Chi-
cago and the Catalina Island School for Boys,
located in Toyon Bay. He graduated from the
University of Denver in 1975 with a degree in
Economics and then taught here at the Cat-
alina Island School. In 1976, his family asked
him to join the Santa Catalina Island Com-
pany, formed in 1894 and guided by the
Wrigley and Offield families since 1919. Begin-
ning as property manager, Mr. Offield gained
experience in several departments, and
served at various times as the company’s
chairman of the board, president, and CEO.
He was a member of its Board of Directors
from 1980 until his death.

Mr. Offield was also chairman of the Bene-
factor Members of the Santa Catalina Island
Conservancy, formed in 1972 by Philip K.
Wrigley and Dorothy W. Offield, and was the
Conservancy’s first chairman of the board.

A dedicated conservationist, Mr. Offield was
a director and chairman of The Billfish Foun-
dation, a non-profit organization dedicated to
the conservation and enhancement of billfish
populations worldwide through scientific re-
search, education and advocacy. He was a
Board member and former chairman of The
Peregrine Fund, a worldwide organization
dedicated to preserving birds of prey. In 2006,
Mr. Offield received from the president of Pan-
ama the Commendador Award for work
through the Peregrine Fund on the reintroduc-
tion of the Harpy Eagle, the national bird of
Panama.

Mr. Offield was also chairman of the Cat-
alina Sea Bass Fund, dedicated to the restora-
tion of sea bass and other fisheries in South-
ern California waters. He was active with the
Conservation and Research for Endangered
Species component of the San Diego Zoolog-
ical Society. He was awarded the 2006 Con-
servation Medal from the Society for his work
with the Peregrine Fund and satellite tagging
of marlin. He also spearheaded a DNA sam-
pling study with Rutgers University and The
Billfish Foundation.

Mr. Offield was very involved in developing
satellite tags for tagging billfish in Pacific
waters for over 20 years, to track migration
and other data on billfish. He was the chair-
man of the Offield Center for Billfish Studies
and funded an archival tagging program for
white sea bass in cooperation with the Pfleger
Institute for Environmental Research. He was
a founding member of the Marine Conserva-
tion Science Institute. Mr. Offield was also a
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director of USC’s Wrigley Institute for Environ-
mental Studies and endowed the Paxson H.
Offield Professor of Population Ecology now
held by Dennis Hedgecock at USC.

Mr. Offield was president of the Offield Fam-
ily Foundation, which works predominantly on
environmental issues around the world. He
has worked with the Little Traverse Conser-
vancy to protect the arboreal forests of North-
ern Michigan. He was a past president and
board member of the Silver Creek Fishing
Club in Northern Michigan.

Mr. Offield was named to the International
Game Fish Association Board of Trustees in
2007 and currently served as its chairman. He
shared its belief in the conservation of game
fish and the promotion of responsible, ethical
angling practices through science, education,
rule making and record keeping. He was in-
ducted into the IGFA Hall of Fame in 2011.

In Avalon, Mr. Offield was a past president
and member of the Avalon Tuna Club, the
world’s oldest sportfishing club and was the
current president of the Tuna Club Founda-
tion. He had in the past served as Chairman
of the Avalon Planning Commission and as
president of the Catalina Island Chamber of
Commerce. The Tuna Club had twice recog-
nized him as Angler of the Year, and he had
three Tuna Club record fish using three-thread
linen and 8-pound Dacron. Mr. Offield also
participated in the International Masters An-
gling Invitational Tournament in Cancun.

Mr. Offield is survived by his wife, Susan,
his children, Chase (Lena), Calen (Amber) and
Kelsey, his stepson, Rex, three grandchildren
(Christian, Owen and Capri) and his brother,
James Offield. A celebration of life will be held
in Avalon later in the summer.

———

HONORING CPL. TIMOTHY GRACE,
1ST INFANTRY DIVISION SOL-
DIER OF THE YEAR

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, the First Dis-
trict of Texas has been blessed as the birth-
place of many remarkable individuals who
have made notable contributions that have en-
riched lives well beyond the borders of Texas.
It is a great pleasure to stand in honor of a
man from Nacogdoches, Texas, who is young
in terms of years but exceedingly senior when
it comes to his patriotism, his caring, and his
contribution to the ongoing of this country. His
name is Corporal Timothy Grace and he has
been named Soldier of the Year for the United
States Army’s 1st Infantry Division.

Cpl. Grace enlisted in the U.S. Army in
2013 at the age of 22, pursuing a dream born
out of a family legacy of military service. In-
spired by his grandfather Leo Acosta who
served during World War 1, Cpl. Grace knew
as a young boy that the military would be his
future. His heartfelt desire was to serve and
protect the greatest country in the history of
the world, precisely as his grandfather had
done.

Cpl. Grace entered the military as a 19-
Delta Cavalry Scout attached to the 1st Infan-
try Division in Fort Riley, Kansas. Regarding
basic training, Cpl. Grace has remarked,
“. . . I've always been mentally strong so they
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never really broke me down. | enjoyed every
minute of it and learned a lot.”

Cpl. Grace studied a variety of topics from
weapons to Army history in preparation for the
demanding process of facing the selection
boards in anticipation of seeking advancement
in his chosen endeavor. He first won the troop
board, successfully navigated the squadron
and brigade boards, ultimately culminating
with his being named Soldier of the Year for
the entire 1st Infantry Division.

As a result of his selection as Soldier of the
Year, Cpl. Grace was chosen to provide per-
sonal security for the 1st Infantry Division Sgt.
Maj. Michael A. Grinston in Iraq.

Based on his extraordinary history in the
military thus far, there should be no doubt that
Cpl. Grace will continue to distinguish himself
as he pursues Airborne school and Ranger
school. After his sterling career in the military
is completed, Cpl. Grace aspires to yet again
continue to serve his country and particularly
the great state of Texas as a Department of
Public Safety Highway Patrolman, but has not
ruled out the possibility of serving as long as
possible in his career within the United States
Army.

It is a distinct privilege to honor this remark-
able soldier, to pay tribute to him for his being
named Soldier of the Year from the entire 1st
Infantry Division, and to congratulate him for
his upcoming promotion to sergeant. His ac-
complishments are now recorded in this CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD which will endure as long
as there is a United States of America.

———

HONORING THE CAREER OF LINDA
CHIARENZA

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge the distinguished career and leg-
acy of service of Linda Chiarenza, who was
honored for her professional excellence as the
Executive Director of the West Side and Black
Rock-Riverside Neighborhood Housing Serv-
ices at a Retirement Celebration on August
26, 2015.

In 1999, Linda was selected as the Execu-
tive Director of the West Side Neighborhood
Housing Services (WSNHS) where she had
worked as a Housing Specialist for 4 years.
Linda immediately got to work rebuilding rela-
tionships with funding sources, expanding re-
sources and engaging the WSNHS Board and
staff to work collaboratively and creatively to
lead this critically important non-profit agency
to national recognition as part of the
NeighborWorks network.

This year brought an Exemplary rating for
WSNHS by NeighborWorks America, and it is
deservedly proud of its designation as a
NeighborWorks Green Organization.

From her first project on Shield Street to the
revitalization of Connecticut Street to restoring
a historic West Side property, Linda contin-
ually demonstrated dogged determination and
an unshakeable commitment to neighborhood
revitalization led by community stakeholders.

Linda’s devotion of time, energy and re-
sources to support the community was deserv-
edly recognized by Business First with the
2009 Women of Influence Award and the 2007
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and 2015 Woman of the Year Award by the
West Side Business and Taxpayers Associa-
tion. Her work with all levels of government
earned her recognition as a New York State
Woman of Distinction and the FBI Board of Di-
rectors Service Award.

During her time with West Side Neighbor-
hood Housing Services, Linda accomplished
significant milestones for the organization, in-
cluding a merger with Black Rock-Riverside
Neighborhood Housing Services, leading to a
working partnership with West Side Neighbor-
hood Housing Services sharing staff and serv-
ices, and now serving as lead agency for
housing rehab throughout the city of Buffalo.
On June 10th of this year, West Side NHS
and Black Rock NHS celebrated 35 years of
service and another milestone of achievement
was acknowledged on the recognition of its
Executive Director who will leave a community
better than when she arrived and clearly better
prepared to continue to grow and thrive each
and every day.

While Linda worked for the community, it is
well known that her children and grandchildren
are her world. We extend our best wishes and
gratitude to her son John and daughter-in-law
Maria, her daughter Nicole and son-in-law

Jeff, and her seven grandchildren Vinny,
Alexa, Johnny, Madeline, Jack, Jeff and
Addison. | am especially grateful for her

friendship, invaluable guidance and leadership
ability that led to remarkable growth in neigh-
borhood reinvestment, expanded services and
stronger partnerships.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor the career of Linda
Chiarenza. | ask that my colleagues join me in
expressing our congratulations on a well-
earned retirement, and to celebrate the exem-
plary work she did to enrich the communities
of Western New York.

——
RECOGNIZING THE GOKASHO,
JAPAN “PEACE MEMORIAL

MONUMENT COMMITTEE” AND A
WWII ARMY AIR CORPS CREW
THAT PERISHED NEAR
TAKACHIHO, GOKASHO WHOSE
LIVES THEY COMMEMORATE AN-
NUALLY

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the “Peace Memorial
Monument Committee” of the Gokasho region
of Japan which, since 1995, has honored the
lives of a World War Il U.S. Army Air Corps
crew that perished near the local town of
Takachiho.

On August 30th, 1945, an American B-29
Bomber with twelve Army Air Corps crew
members on board clipped the peak of the
Oyaji mountain in Takachiho. The bomber was
on a mission to the Allied POW detention cen-
ter at Kaitanko of Miyawaka, Fukuoka to air
drop relief supplies. The ensuing crash left no
survivors. The crew members’ bodies were re-
trieved by the U.S. military with the help of the
citizens of Takachiho.

The names of the flight crew members that
perished are Alfred Eiken of Missouri, Henry
Baker of Tennessee, Jack Riggs of Kansas,
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George Williamson of Pennsylvania, John
Cornwell of Texas, Henry Frees of lllinois, Sol-
omon Groner of New York, Walter Gusteveson
of Pennsylvania, Norman Henninger of Ohio,
John Hodges, Jr. of Virginia, John Dangerfield
of Utah, and Bob Miller of Utah.

In 1995, the “Peace Memorial Monument
Committee,” which is organized by the people
of the Gokasho region of Japan, constructed
the Peace Memorial Monument to honor this
Army Air Corps crew as well as that of a Jap-
anese Army Fighter jet “Hayabusa” which
crashed in a nearby mountain town. A memo-
rial ceremony has been held each year since
1995 to commemorate these two tragedies
and pray for continued peace and friendship
between the United States and Japan. The
ceremony is held on the Saturday in August
nearest to August 30th, the date of the Amer-
ican crash.

Mr. Speaker, | am humbled to have the
privilege of recognizing these fallen warriors,
as well as the act of commitment to peace
and friendship by the people of the Gokasho
region that has flourished from this tragedy.

In closing, | ask all my colleagues to join me
in honoring the Gokasho “Peace Memorial
Monument Committee,” and the twelve Amer-
ican Air Corps crew members whose lives
they have not forgotten.

———————

HONORING LORRAINE “LORRIE”
LEWIS

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Lorrie Lewis, who passed away this
August in Novato, California, at the age of 72.
A lifelong advocate for people with develop-
mental disabilities, Mrs. Lewis was defined by
her radiant warmth, focused passion, and
unremitting selfless actions.

Calling Mrs. Lewis an inspiration does not
capture her complete dedication to helping
others. After managing a group home in the
North Bay with her husband, Jim, the couple
co-founded the Institute for Abundant Living
(IAL) in 1995. Since then, the Institute has
provided educational opportunities to people
living with developmental disabilities, pushing
them to achieve more academically and equip-
ping them with skills to succeed personally
and professionally.

| can attest to the hard work and enthu-
siasm of both staff and students through my
firsthand observations when visiting the Insti-
tute for Abundant Living over the years. The
organization plays an important role in the
North Bay and has touched innumerable lives
in its two decades of operation. Marin County
was truly lucky to count Mrs. Lewis as an ac-
tivist and neighbor.

Mrs. Lewis was active in her faith commu-
nity and loved nothing more than being with
her family. She will be missed far beyond
those circles, however, as her unyielding ef-
forts will continue to impact our community for
years to come. It is therefore appropriate that
we pay tribute to her today and express our
deepest condolences to Jim, her sons Andy
and Kirt Lewis, and her grandchildren.
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